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an idol; " the grandest type of European  Circassian race  CHAP.
hitherto visible to me."   Lord Desart, too, interested him
greatly as cc a young man of superb personal beauty and
noble gifts of mind/'    But however aesthetically admirable
to him, the youths into whose society Euskin was suddenly                           |

thrown out of the cloistered seclusion of his suburban home
must have been poles asunder from him. The position
might have seemed hopeless. Yet somehow he made his
way among them; establishing even a place, of a sort, in their
regard. The truth is, as an old Student of the House has
said, that Christ Church, therein resembling other colleges
that might be named, "is very like the House of Commons
in temper ; a man, however plain of origin, however humble
in position, is tolerated and listened to with respect, if he is
sincere, honest, and 'knows his subject/ "* And so they came
to tolerate him, though not without some preliminary testing
of his quality. In one respect their treatment of him is wholly
to their credit. Euskin was probably the only gentlelaan-
commoner who was ever attended by his mother throughout
his Oxford career, and whose father came down to join the
domestic circle at the end of every week. They had the
good sense, it is true, to appear little in public with him,
but their presence was well known. Once he was seen with
them in the shop of Mr. Ryman, the print-seller, and shame-
facedly he was ill at ease. Many years afterwards, bethink-
ing him perhaps of Johnson at Uttoxeter, he did public
penance by exhibiting himself in one of his books, bare-
souled in that act of recreance.2 Yet "none of the men,"
he tells us, " through my whole college career, ever said one
word in depreciation of vintner papa and his old-fashioned
wife, or in sarcasm at my habitually spending my evenings
with my mother/' On the other hand, when he had been
seen acting as cicerone to a lady-visitor, and mentioned
superfluously at dinner that she was the Countess Diane de
Maison, they had no mercy on him for a month afterwards.

"I was received/' he says, "as a good-humoured and
inoffensive little cur, contemptuously, yet kindly, among the

1  Rusldn at Oxford and OtJwr Studies, by Dean Kitchin.

2  Fors Gtavigera, Letter 63.arrow and marry the Fairy Paribanou."x The
